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Kick-off for the European LCBI certification combining

March 11 2026

Low-Carbon New Buildings & Renovation

The Low Carbon Building Initiative (LCBI), a public-interest program driving the
development of low-carbon buildings across Europe, announces for 2026 the extension of
its low-carbon performance certification to renovation projects. This new certification will
use a unified framework with the new construction methodology already in place, tailored

to national regulations across Europe.

MIPIM, Cannes, March 10, 2026. Since the launch of the LCBI certification in 2024 for new
construction, market demand has also strongly grown for renovation — from investors,
developers, and designers seeking reliable, verified, and comparable carbon data for the
rehabilitation and transformation of existing buildings.

Real estate projects increasingly tend to combine both new construction and renovation, while
building uses themselves continue to evolve. Across Europe, property stakeholders are
looking for effective tools to measure and manage the decarbonization of their entire
portfolios — encompassing all asset types and uses — to meet rising climate expectations.

Operated by the French BBCA Association and leading European real estate partners, LCBI
builds on the experience of LCBI certification for new construction already deployed in lItaly,
Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain and the UK, and awarded to major
investors such as Generali Real Estate and Covivio, as well as on the deep expertise gained
in France with the BBCA certification. Today, more than 5.8 million square meters are under
review or already certified, including one third in renovation projects (BBCA Renovation
certification existing since 2018).

The future certification will initially apply to three main asset classes: office buildings,
collective housing, and hotels.

“It has become absolutely crucial to take into account the complexity
of new building projects. The line between renovation and new
construction is never as clear as it might seem. It is a major step ahead
for both LCBI and BBCA, to update to new market constraints, to tackle
renovation at the European level. Carbon is everywhere and we are to
keep on lowering its presence in every part of the game.”

Stanislas Pottier, BBCA & LCBI President
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Its methodological framework is based on key guiding principles:

v Comprehensive life-cycle analysis, covering transformation, demolition, construction, and
operation phases.

v" Alignment of accounting methods between new and renovated buildings.

v Compatibility with European and national regulations.

v" A quantified carbon footprint result expressed in kg CO, eg/m?, valid for any location in
Europe.

v" A “no-renovation” reference scenario to assess avoided emissions.

v Integration within sustainable finance frameworks, including compliance with the EU
taxonomy and alignment with ESRS and other climate reporting practices.

v The framework will deal with embodied carbon, operational carbon and carbon storage on a
whole Life Cycle basis

v Carbon emission thresholds that must not be exceeded to earn the certification, rewarding
buildings with exemplary low-carbon performance.

v The certification will first be awarded to real estate assets located in France, Germany, Italy,
Spain, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and the United Kingdom.

Publication of the methodology is expected by the end of 2026. This development will be
aligned with a revision of the BBCA New Construction and BBCA Renovation methods in
France, aiming to ensure full transparency and clarity of carbon measurement results across
France and Europe, while simplifying reporting and communication for all decision-makers.

PRESS CONTACT LES ROIS MAGES (+33) 6 28 04 21 98



mailto:clemence.mayrand-freynet@lesroismages.fr
mailto:clemence.mayrand-freynet@lesroismages.fr
mailto:clemence.mayrand-freynet@lesroismages.fr

	Diapositive 1
	Diapositive 2

